
More than 90 people came to the 

committee’s seminar held in Toronto on 

August 10 to discuss the “Use of Structural 

Slurry Walls for Permanent Application.” 

The high attendance proves the importance 

of the topic. For more than 30 years, there 

were diaphragm wall problems in Toronto 

that suggested to local engineers and 

stakeholders that the method was not 

suitable for underground structures. The 

committee’s goal was to present alternatives 

on methods and technologies currently 

used. The presentations demonstrated that 

design, depth, quality control, monitoring 

and verticality are pushing the techniques to 

new limits and can insure safety and quality 

for permanent structure.

Attendees included representatives 

from 22 different contractor firms, 13 

consulting engineering companies, 10 

suppliers or equipment 

manufacturers, as well as 

several from public entities 

primarily from the U.S. and 

C a n a d a ,  b u t  B r a z i l ,  

Germany, Israel, Italy, China and Japan 

were also represented. The focus was on 

existing designs, techniques, equipment 

and its capability to build permanent slurry 

walls with structural quality, durability and 

water tightness. Quality control was 

discussed in almost all presentations.

Speakers at the Toronto seminar 

included Vince Luongo, P.Eng., Petrifond 

Foundation Company LTD; Steve 

Skelhorn, McNally Construction Inc.; 

Giovanni Bonita, Ph.D., P.E., P.G., GEI 

Consultants, Inc.; Mario Mauro, Treviicos 

Corporation; Vincent Hull, Hayward Baker 

Inc.; Ryozo Ito, K.G. Machinery Co.; 

Slurry Wall/Trench Committee

Gregory A. Terri, P.E., Hayward Baker Inc.; 

Jeff Neal, Condon-Johnson & Associates; 

Lawrence Piccagli, Bencor Corporation of 

America; Walter E. Vanderpool, P.E., P.Eng., 

Terracon Engineering; Thomas Joussellin, 

Nicholson Construction Company; and 

Stephen T. Young, P.E., ARUP.

In the next few months, the committee 

will focus on updating existing guidelines 

for structural slurry walls, and hope to add 

a sustainability section. We will also work 

to finalize a PowerPoint presentation on 

slurry wall practices from design through 

quality assurance. The target audience is 

university geotechnical departments.
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ACIP Pile Committee

The Augered-Cast-In-Place (ACIP) Pile 

Committee met last in Charleston, S.C., at 

SuperPile 2011, and 14 individuals 

attended. At the meeting, we worked on 

preparing the draft document, A Guideline 

for Interpretation of Non-Destructive Integrity 

Testing of Augered-Cast-In-Place Piles, which 

is on track for publication by year end. 

SuperPile 2011 was well attended and 

numerous presentations focused on the use 

of ACIP Piles. Mark Petersen of Shaw 

Power presented the first day on ACIP Piles 

in the Piedmont Area. The second day 

included presentations on design, 

construction, testing and equipment 

evolution by Alex McGillivray of Berkel on 

Capacity and Settlement Analysis of Pile 

Foundations in Liquefiable Soils, Jean 

Wehbe of Bauer-Pileco on Cased ACIP Pile 

Construction with Double Rotary Head 

Systems, and George Piscsalko of PDI on 

Non-Destructive Testing Methods for 

Drilled Shafts and ACIP Piles.  

As of October, I have served 

as the chair of the ACIP Pile 

Committee for three years. I have 

sincerely enjoyed my interaction 

with my fellow DFI committee 

members and members of DFI. 

DFI provides a unique oppor-

tunity for engineers, contractors, 

material suppliers, equipment manufac-

turers and owners to participate in an 

organization with the well-being of the 

industry as a whole being the goal of the 

organization. I have worked on projects 

with many committee members and have 

always thoroughly enjoyed the professional 

interaction. I have seen the material, 

equipment and contractor’s specialized 

installation systems advance, especially as 

it relates to the use of intermediate or full 

drilled displacement piling systems, ACIP 

Piles installed into Intermediate Geo 

Materials (IGMs) and weak rock, long, 

high-capacity, ACIP piles (150 ft /45.6 m+), 

piled rafts, energy piles, AME systems, 
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NDT techniques and implemen-

tation of O-cell load testing 

technology to ACIP piles, as well 

as many others. I look forward 

to equipment and installation system 

advances, which will allow unique and 

innovative engineering/construction 

solutions to be implemented throughout 

the deep foundations industry. I want to 

welcome the new committee chairman, 

Mike Moran of Cajun Deep Foundations, 

LLC., who will take over in 2012.   

At press time, a committee meeting was 

scheduled for Wednesday, October 19, at 

the 36th Annual Conference on Deep 

Foundations in Boston. If any DFI 

members have an interest in participating 

in the committee’s activities, please send a 

letter to DFI headquarters.


