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Hope for Future Growth
The Indian economy is going through a tough time despite the fact
that the government had taken several steps to stimulate growth, as
reported in my prior reports. The foundation specialist contractors,
and the construction industry as a whole, are hoping for an
increased demand for construction. Slackness in demand is an
especially big burden on foundation contractors who own
expensive equipment. We hope that the situation will improve
once the general elections for the next five-year term are held
sometime in the middle of 2014, and that the country will once
again be on the high-growth trajectory.

Anumolu Rama Krishna
Jim Morrison, DFI past president, speaks at the conference

We had a post conference meeting on November 16 to discuss
the action plan, which focused on our proposed training program
for front line construction staff. The meeting was attended by 17
people, representing the cross section of the Indian deep
foundations industry, including Jim Morrison and Gianfranco Di
Cicco. We hope to achieve a model for a pilot training program for
bored piling equipment operators. DFI of India will work on the
details and a syllabus with DFI, APS and some of the manufacturing
companies with facilities in and around Mumbai. We hope to begin
the first pilot training in February 2014. The success of this pilot
program would pave the way for the frontline staff of the various
types of foundation technologies.
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I conclude my report with a heavy heart as one
of the doyens of Indian civil engineering
industry in India, Dr. Anumolu Rama Krishna,
former deputy managing director of L&T, died
suddenly of a heart attack on August 20, 2013
at the age of 74. He was in good health and was
travelling tirelessly to continue his mission of developing India’s
infrastructure. He played a strong role in the formation of DFI of
India. He gave encouragement and guidance to me and was greatly
interested in the two DFI conferences held in 2011 at Hyderabad
and in 2012 at IIT Madras. As a mark of great reverence to him, the
DFI of India 2013 conference souvenir publication included an
article titled “Dr. A. Rama Krishna- A Great Soul & A True Visionary.”

