COMMITTEE REPORTS

Drilled Shaft GCommittee

In my first update for Deep Foundations
magazine, [ want to thank Fred Rhyner for
his many years of service to the committee.
Fred has been an impressive leader;
organizing and completing many initiatives
benefiting the professional community.

The Drilled Shaft Committee held its
last meeting during the October 2011 DFI
Annual Conference. Among the 24
attendees were 16 visitors. The committee
continues to have strong support with 29
membersin 2011,

The FHWA has selected ADSC to
conduct a research project on post-grouted
drilled shafts. The 30-month contract
will establish a practice synthesis on the
process. The project is being led by
Professor Eric Loehr from the University of
Missouri, Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering. The initial

work will include an overall
review and synthesis of existing
projects, led by Dan Brown, Dan
Brown and Associates. People
having post-grouting project
experience with case study
documentation are encouraged
to share the information with the
project team.

The slurry subcommittee is working
with the ADSC on developing a slurry
displacement construction method
specification. Copies of the draft
specification were handed out during the
October meeting, and DFI members are
encouraged to review and comment.
Please forward comments to Mary Ellen
Bruce (mebruce@dfi.org) or Tony
Marinucci (tmarinucci@adsc-iafd.com),
who are leading this effort.

The new issues for discussion
at this year’s meeting centered on
structural design issues. There
appear to be varying views on the
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contribution of permanent casings within
the shaft design field. The Owens and
Reese 1982 publication on the subject
demonstrated reductions in capacity when
grouting a permanent casing. With the
improvements in casing installation using
large vibratory hammers, casings can be
installed with effectively no annulus,
increasing the friction contribution.
Further understanding in the industry is
needed, and case histories are sorely
needed on the topic.

Another topic needing further research
was the design of reinforcing. There
appears to be a trend towards increasing
the amount of steel in shaft design.
Numerous factors could be contributing to
this trend including increasing seismic
loading and the numerous load cases
required in ACI 318. Anyone wishing to
speak on these subjects at upcoming DFI
events is encouraged to submit abstracts.
Those interested in joining this committee
should write to DFI headquarters.





