
The Marine Foundations Committee 

activities have involved Super Pile 2011, a 

Specialty Seminar in San Francisco in June, 

the Annual Conference in Boston, as well as 

the initiation of DFI’s involvement in next 

year’s Offshore Technology Conference 

(OTC) in Houston. 

After Super Pile 2011, this committee 

focused on our Specialty Seminar held June 

9-10 in San Francisco to provide the value 

of experience to our members who are 

anticipating involvement in offshore wind 

power developments, particularly offshore 

the Eastern states. We are fortunate to have 

the very strong experience of engineers 

from Europe who have worked in design, 

construction, maintenance and operational 

support of wind farms in the Netherlands, 

Germany, the U.K. and other countries. 

Their presentations were especially inter-

esting, as were the suction-installed foun-

dations and wharf deepening project 

p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  F o r  m o re  

information on the presentations, 

contact DFI headquarters.

The selection of San Francisco 

for this event was intended to 

coincide with the final phase of the erection 

of the new San Francisco-Oakland Bay 

Bridge East Spans. This project was the 

subject of a summary presentation on its 

foundations during the seminar, and 

Professor Frieder Seible, the Dean of 

Engineering at UCSD gave his perspective 

on this foundations project. He has been an 

active member of the Seismic Safety Peer 

Review Panel, as was the late Prof. Ben C. 

Gerwick Jr. Prof. Seible presented the 

committee’s Ben C. Gerwick Innovation 

Award to this year’s winner, George G. 

Goble.  George ’s  name is  a lmost  

synonymous with impact pile driving 

analysis, monitoring and inspection. A boat 

tour followed the seminar, with speakers 
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describing the marine foundations of the 

Golden Gate, Bay, and Richmond Bridges.

Several other issues will concern the 

committee this year including the selection 

of an inaugural submission of papers for an 

OTC 2012 session from the DFI. Theresa 

Rappaport and Bob Stevens of Fugro have 

arranged this exciting prospect for the 

members, who will benefit from the OTC’s 

strong technical history. The committee 

will also support the 36th Annual Confer-

ence on Deep Foundations in October. This 

committee is still considering the best way 

to initiate the involvement of those who 

want to participate in our organization as 

either the DFI Australasian Committee, or a 

full DFI Australasia. This should be 

resolved some time this year.

Gerard Houlahan, P.E.
Committee Chair
ghoulahan@moffattnichol.com

Micropile Committee

The last DFI/ADSC Joint Micropile Com-

mittee meeting was held in Irving, Texas at 

the ADSC Spring Board of Directors meet-

ing in April. The next meeting will be in July 

2012 at the ADSC Summer Meeting in 

Charleston, S.C.

As usual, there is a lot going 

on in the micropile industry, and 

as a result, there are a number of ongoing 

projects the Micropile Committee is 

working on. The following are summaries 

of some of the major efforts recently 

completed or currently underway.

A successful and well attended day and 

a half Micropile Seminar was held in early 

May in Little Rock, Ark., and included 

some of the best sessions from our past 

seminars plus a number of new sessions 

including LRFD coverage. Sean Campbell 

of Foundation Specialties was the local 

coordinator for the event. Planning is cur-

rently underway for our next seminar to be 

held in the Washington, D.C. area. 

Make plans to join us in 2012!

One of the development 

tasks related to the annual semi-

nar program was the develop-

ment of a presentation on the 

appl icat ion of  LRFD for  

Micropiles. This task has been 

completed and has been 

incorporated into the seminar 

program. A lot of interest was expressed on 

the topic of LRFD, and it is hoped that this 

material will assist micropile designers in 

properly applying LRFD principles and 

understanding how it compares to other 

design methodologies. 

Work continues on updating the 

committee publication Guide to Drafting a 

Specification for Micropiles and the 
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development of a position white paper on 

the use of mill secondary casing material for 

micropiles. Task forces have been formed 

and have met to discuss these efforts. 

Don’t forget that DFI and the Micropile 

Committee have created groups on 

LinkedIn so that news and activities can be 

shared. I will be posting committee news 

on my personal micropile blog as well at 

www.micropile.org. These online resources 

make it easier for committee members and 

interested parties to keep up to date and 

provide immediate input on discussion 

items. Be sure to check these out. If you are 

a committee member, please sign up at 

www.linkedin.com and connect with me at 

www.linkedin.com/in/jonathankbennett so 

I can get you plugged in to the Committee 

Group. There is no cost to create and 

maintain a LinkedIn account.


