
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Skyline Steel is going to kick-off 

the effort with H-piles. Other pile 

types will follow shortly. If 

anybody would like to tackle 

other pile types, please let us 

know. Any assistance is welcome.

The Driven Pile Installation 

Guide is continuing to be revised 

by Ameir Altaee of Urkadda Technology. 

The current timetable is for the draft and 

committee review to be completed by the 

end of 2011 and ready for submission to 

DFI’s Technical Advisory Committee. 

The committee decided to abandon the 

Driven Pile Cost Survey. Thanks to all who 

responded. We appreciate the response, 

but it became apparent that a very large 

sample size was needed for any specific 

conclusions.

Fret not for the demise of the survey. 

The committee has decided to take on an 

even more ambitious tack — a book of case 

studies highlighting the cost-effectiveness 

of driven piles. Van Komurka of 

Wagner Komurka Geotechnical 

Group has volunteered to be the 

editor. The goal is to break the 

case studies down by methods used to 

achieve cost-effective driven pile projects, 

i.e., increased allowable stress, reduced 

safety factor through testing, pile type. 

Previously published papers are welcome. 

Contribute early and often.

Pile cap research has hit a bit of a speed 

bump while the RFP is being revised. We 

are looking for suppliers interested in par-

taking in the research. If you are interested, 

contact Mike Wysockey (mwysockey@ 

thatcherfoundations.com). This is an oppor-

tunity to markedly impact driven piles for 

years to come and should not be missed.

The Driven Pile Committee is going 

international. Building on the momentum 

from the last two DFI/PDCA Driven Pile 

Seminars, Mike Justason of Bermingham 

contacted the Calgary Geotechnical Society, 

and thanks to their enthusiastic response 

and gracious offer of assistance, we are off to 

Calgary in February 2012. 

Super Pile 2012 is resetting back to the 

West Coast in Portland, Ore. Bob Bittner of 

Bittner-Shen Consulting Engineers will be 

the local organizer. It’s time to start getting 

those presentations ready and, as always, 

consider taking the next step to publish in 

the DFI Journal. 

Undaunted by our lack of publishing 

success, we continue on. The Driven 

Foundation Piling Manual is out of Sam 

Kosa’s hands and going to the cloud. The 

manual will be a collection of links on the 

committee webpage. The links will be 

updated by our vendor members and 

audited by the committee. David Borger of 

Driven Pile Committee 

Tom Nichols, Committee Chair
tnichols@
intercoastalfoundations.com

Tiebacks and Soil Nailing Committee 
On February 24, 2011, the Tiebacks and 

Soil Nailing Committee participated in a 

joint seminar with the Geotechnical Society 

of Edmonton and the DFI Committee on 

Deep Foundations for Landslides/Slope 

Stabilization on “Current Topics in Soil 

Nailing/Tiebacks and Landslide Stabiliz-

ation Practices.” Thanks to Mary Ellen 

Bruce, P.E. and Katie Criqui of DFI, and 

fellow DFI members who presented an 

excellent, cooperative program with our 

colleagues in Edmonton.

The committee is actively discussing 

new initiatives to continue advancing its 

segment of the earth retention and ground 

anchor industry. Topic areas currently being 

considered are the state of practice for 

removable tieback and soil nail anchors and 

an analytical study on the limitations of the 

two-dimensional force equilibrium method 

for soil nail wall analysis. We are also look-

ing for input from DFI members and the 

industry in general. Send us your 

suggestions, and you might plant 

the seed for a new research dir-

ection or industry contribution by 

the committee.

After our hugely successful 

Phoenix seminar in May 2010, 

the committee is enthusiastic 

about continuing to offer high levels of 

technology transfer and education to the 

industry. We are in the planning stages for a 

joint seminar with the ADSC Anchored 

Earth Retention Committee to be held in 

2012. By harnessing the technical 

resources of both committees, we hope to 

offer a state-of-the-art and state-of-the-

practice educational experience that covers 

every aspect of the temporary and 

permanent earth retention industry. Stay 

tuned for future announcements as we 

develop an exciting multi-day program. 

The committee would like to 

remind all DFI members, and 

others in the construction and 

engineering industry, that the 

First Edition of the Soil Nailing Guide 

Specification (2010) is available for 

purchase through DFI’s website. This 

document represents the state of the 

practice in specifying soil nail walls for 

private-sector projects, and was authored 

and reviewed by experts in the con-

struction and design fields.

Finally, for those of you who would like 

to join the committee, please contact DFI 

headquarters. We hope to see you at our 

next formal committee meeting at the 36th 

Annual Conference in Boston in October. 
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