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conferences, publications, and
community.
The technical committees,
Augered Cast-In-Place Pile, Codes and
Standards, Deep Foundations for
Landslides/Slope Stabilization, Drilled
Shaft, Driven Pile, Ground Improvement,
Helical Foundations & Tiebacks, Marine
Foundations, Micropile, Seismic &
Lateral Loads, Slurry Wall, Soil Mixing,
Sustainability, Testing and Evaluation
and Tiebacks & Soil Nailing
provide industry leadership for
these foundation systems, through the
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August 25, 2011, Hawthorne, NJ: The Deep Foundations Institute is pleased to
announce Dan Brown, P.E., Ph.D., as the recipient of the DFI 2011 Distinguished
Service Award. The award, in its 31st year, honors individuals chosen by their
peers for exceptional contributions to DFI and to the industry.
Brown began his career with a B.S. from Georgia Tech,
and later received his Ph.D. at the University of Texas,
Austin, in only 28 months, while working. He then
taught at Auburn University for 22 years before setting
up his own consulting firm in Tennessee. The Winter
2011 issue of the DFI magazine included a profile of
Brown that chronicled the universal admiration and
regard for him within the industry. He was cited by
others for his expertise, his intelligence and ability to
teach others. Brown and his firm are sought out for
advice everywhere.
Brown did not become a DFI member until 2003 when he met Dick Short on an
FHWA tour to examine European geotechnical engineering practices. Short, who
was the DSA recipient in 2010, immediately recognized Brown’s superior qualities,
saying of his successor, that he has the “perfect combination of technical
expertise, practical common sense and superior speaking ability, and a great
sense of humor.” Short encouraged Brown to join DFI, and in the years since he
did, Brown has made his mark. He became a trustee in 2005. He also almost
single-handedly began the DFI Journal. That publication, which carries refereed
technical papers on deep foundations subjects, is the subject of the Fine Line, on
page xx.
Over the years, Brown has worked hard in professional activities in the
foundations arena, including the Deep Foundations Committee of the GeoInstitute, the PDCA and ADSC, and the International Association of Foundation
Drilling, where he organized the week-long faculty workshop in 2008. Speaking of
DFI for the recent Profile, Brown said he “wants to do things that matter,” and that
DFI is the perfect forum for such accomplishments, DFI has an impact on what
gets done in the industry.
In other areas, Brown is well-known for his passion for motorcycles, as well as for
his intellect and his tireless work for the geotechnical profession. He is also known
for his down-to-earth manner and accessibility.
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